
 

He nui te akoranga ki Waterlea Great learning happens at Waterlea 

 
Hello, Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Bonjour, Talofa Lava, Taloha Ni, Bula Vinaka, Ni Hau, Namaste,  
Malo e Lelei, Deea awit, Sagutom, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Dia daoibh, Sillaw, Huan Ying, Hola,  

Konichiwa, Guten Tag, Здравствуйте 

 

Newsletter 19 June 2024 

Important Dates 

20   June       Maritime Museum Rooms 8 + 9 

21   June       Maritime Museum Room 5 

22   June       PTA Quiz Night  

24   June       Mid Year School Reports go home 

26   June       Teacher Led Conferences 1:30pm 

27   June       Whole School Mana Assembly 9:30am 

28   June       Matariki (school closed) 

1     July        Board of Trustees Hui 3:30pm 

5     July        Dawn hikoi up Te pane o Mataoho  

5     July        Matariki Assembly 11am 

5     July        Last day of Term 2 

22   July        First day of Term 3 

22   July        New Cohort starts school 

25   July        Structured Literacy Workshop for               

                       whanau 3:00pm 

31   July        Year 4  - 6  Swimming  Starts 

17 House Ave, Maangere Bridge, 09 636 4233, www.waterlea.school.nz 

WATERLEA HAS A NEW STRATEGIC PLAN 
One of the key roles of the Board of Trustees (BoT) is to 
ensure that there is a strategy in place for the school 
that guides the Principal and school leadership 
team.  The Ministry of Education has recently changed 
the approach by which schools develop this critical 
document, with a greater emphasis on engagement 
with the local community and an importance in        
reflecting the local context of the kura.  Unlike previous 
approaches this strategy will be in place for three years 
with a refreshed implementation plan each year.  
As such, over the last 8 months the BOT has   
undertaken a range of engagement and consultation 
processes in order to develop a new strategy for the 
school. This has included sessions with staff, the BOT, 
student voice and importantly input from whaanau and 
the parent community.  We took a strong focus on 
wanting to   understand what is special about  
Maangere Bridge as a place to live and Waterlea as a 
school and community.  We then used this information 
alongside guidance provided by the MOE to all schools 
about the legal requirements that schools have to  
deliver on to develop our strategy. 
One thing the board identified early on is that strategy 
processes and documents, while critical, are not always 
the most exciting things to be part of.  As such we have 
tried to be engaging through this process and develop 
a one page strategy that is easy to read, provides a 
clear direction for the school and gives a real sense of 
who we are as a kura and community.  We hope what 
has been produced resonates with you and we would 
be very happy to hear any feedback about the         
strategy.   
 
Thanks,   

Ken Maplesden  

(Board of Trustees Strategy Lead)  





Teacher Led Conferences 

Just a reminder regarding Teacher Led Conferences (TLC). Get in quickly and book your 
spot for Wednesday 26th June from 1.30pm - 7.30pm. We use an online booking system: 

1. Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz  
   
      2.  Use the code hrnvk   
 
      3.  The event is called Waterlea School Teacher Led Conferences 2024  
 
      4.  Children stay home for this conference and then come along for the Student  
            Led Conference later this year 
 
      5.  Any problems booking online, phone the school office 096364233 and we’d be 
           happy to help 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz


Our award-winning Waterlea Walking School Bus 
  
Auckland Transport recently hosted their Megastars awards evening to recognise the time and 
effort put into Walking School Buses and the Travelwise programme by teachers and volunteers 
throughout Auckland. 
  
A group of parent volunteers from our Waterlea Walking School Bus attended the event at Ellerslie 
Racecourse, where our Walking School Bus was a finalist for two awards on the night – and we 
were lucky enough to win them both! The awards were: 
  
Auahatanga Award – The Auahatanga Award recognises the most creative Walking School Bus 
(route) that emphasises ingenuity, imagination, and a dedication to making the journey to school 
safe and stimulating for students. This was won by our Wallace Rd / Muir Ave route. 
  
Whanaungatanga Award – The Whanaungatanga Award is awarded to a Walking School Bus 
Coordinator who embodies the principles of connection, relationships and building mutual support 
within their Walking School Bys volunteer community. This was won by Kirsten Robinson, who 
currently runs our Wallace Rd / Muir Ave route. 
  
A big thank you to all the current and past volunteers who help make our Walking School Bus 
possible – we are very fortunate to have a wonderful community of parents who give up their time 
to help get our Tamariki to school each day in a fun and sustainable way. 
  
If you’re interested in joining the Walking School Bus – or are keen to start another route – check 
out our website for more information:  

https://www.waterlea.school.nz/information/walking-school-bus/ 

https://www.waterlea.school.nz/information/walking-school-bus/


 

                Tomorrow  is the last day to order! 

 










