
 

He nui te akoranga ki Waterlea Great learning happens at Waterlea 

 
Hello, Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Bonjour, Talofa Lava, Taloha Ni, Bula Vinaka, Ni Hau, Namaste,  
Malo e Lelei, Deea awit, Sagutom, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Dia daoibh, Sillaw, Huan Ying, Hola,  

Konichiwa, Guten Tag, Здравствуйте 

 

Newsletter 1 March 2023 

17 House Ave, Maangere Bridge, 09 636 4233, www.waterlea.school.nz 

Important Dates 

1 March - Board of Trustees Meeting 

5.30pm @ Te Papapa School 

2 March - Interschool Cricket (Girls) 

9 March - Interschool Cricket (Girls) Rain 

Date 

10 March - Feet First Whaanau Day (walk 

to Ambury Farm) 

10 March - PTA AGM 2.30pm 

15 March - Tree Adventures Rooms 5 & 8 

17 March - PTA Casual Clothes Day 

24 March - MANA Assembly 9.15am-10am 

28 March - Tree Adventures Rooms 9 & 9 

4 April - Tree Adventures Rooms 7 

6 April - PTA Sausage Sizzle 

6 April - Term 1 Ends 

24 April - Teacher Only Day (School Closed) 

25 April - ANZAC Day (School Closed) 

26 April - Term 2 Begins 

26 April New Entrant Cohort Starts 

29 May - New Entrant Cohort Starts 

5 June - King’s Birthday (School Closed) 

30 June - Term 2 Ends 

17 July - Term 3 Begins 

22 September - Term 3 Ends 

9 October - Term 4 Begins 

15 December - Last Day of School 2023 

On Monday a new group of Year 1 students had their first day at 

school in Room 22 and Room 4. We welcome these new 

tamariki and their whaanau to Waterlea School and look 

forward to building a strong partnership for the coming six 

years. Samia Mahmood is the teacher in Room 22 and she says 

everyone is settling in well.  

Another group of Year 1 tamariki had an exciting day last week. 

It wasn’t their first day but their 100th day at school! To 

celebrate this anniversary, tamariki in Room 2 (who are residing 

in Room 21 this term) drew portraits of themselves at 100 years 

old and wrote stories about what they would like to be doing 

when they turned 100. They also celebrated with a special 100 

cake! Counting the first 100 days of school also provided lots of 

opportunities to learn foundational maths knowledge such 

as counting in 1s,2s and 10s to 100 in a fun and authentic way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The teaching and learning of maths has changed considerably since the adults in the Waterlea 

community were in primary school. While learning the basics in maths will always be important, it is 

no longer sufficient just to know your times tables - our tamariki are supported to apply the basics 

to solve everyday maths problems by collaborating with their peers. Teachers themselves have had 

to engage in new learning, in order to set up classrooms where tamariki can be successful, 

collaborative problem solvers. Over the past couple of years, even during lockdowns, our Kaiako 

engaged in quite intensive professional development involving working alongside mentors from 

Massey University. We call the approach we use to teach maths, DMIC - Developing Mathematical 

Inquiry Communities. Next term we are planning a Whaanau Day and will invite you into your child’s 

classroom to see a DMIC lesson in action. You’ll also get a chance to have some hands-on 

experience of collaborative problem solving. To find out more about DMIC please click here: 

Ministry of Education  

 

New Zealand Curriculum Refresh and Teacher Only Days 

The NZ curriculum is going through a refresh process which will impact the teaching and learning in 

all schools throughout the motu. In order to prepare for the changes coming, schools have been 

asked to hold two Teacher Only Days this year during the school terms. Waterlea’s first Teacher 

Only Day is straight after the school holidays, on 24 April which is also the day before the ANZAC Day 

public holiday.  On this day we will collaborate with our Kahui Ako partnership schools to do this 

mahi. The date for the second teacher only day has not been confirmed but as soon as it is we’ll let 

you know. As well as these planned  nationwide teacher only days, Waterlea will use team meetings 

and holiday call back days to make the necessary changes to our existing curriculum. 

 

Boys Interschool Cricket Competition 

On Tuesday 28 February the boys cricket team went to the inter schools competition. There were 14 

schools that took part. There were 16 boys from Year 5 and 6 who had been preparing and training 

at Morning Tea and Lunch. We used our free time to train and improve our cricket skills. 

We were a little nervous before the games started but after we started playing our first match we 

felt really confident. There were 4 teams in our group and we won three matches to make the semi-

finals.  

In the semi-final we lost by only 6 runs against Nga Iwi school. We all had a really fun and enjoyable 

day. The best part was that we gave it our all. Thank you to the parent helpers for all the great help 

you gave us. 

Well done to the 4 boys who played in a combined team with St. Mary McKillop for the day. 

Boys Pool Stage results: 

Waterlea 104 - 102 Mountain View = Win 

Waterlea 88 - 85  Mangere Central = Win 

Waterlea 119 - 84 Jean Batten School = Win 

The girls team play on Thursday 2 March at Centre 

Park, Robertson Road, Mangere East. 

By Logan and Caleb Rm 6  

https://nzmaths.co.nz/mathematics-inquiry-communities


Last week’s MANA Award recipients. 

Top - Juniors, Middle - Middles, 

Bottom - Seniors 





 

Māngere Bridge Vipers Netball Club 

Registrations are now open for our Mini Vipers (year 1 
to 4). 

If you have a child interested in playing netball this 
season, please register online here 

 
Or alternatively, contact Michelle on 0274 810 396 for 

more information. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sporty.co.nz_viewform_91764-3Ffbclid-3DIwAR3INzRWC6m0BRMU-5F3HcDPhbSKBfSBEW4nx69IeHI3rNHGXdUjn3bpGXzMU&d=DwMFBg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=9O-kmpyItnCxY0tzAnnbvPf43dfICJyZj7OAo5h

