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Calendar 

 

November: 

21st Auckland Museum Trip Rm 11, 15 

21st Royal Oak Intermediate Orientation 

for next year’s Year 7 students 

22nd Interschool Athletics 

25th  Board of Trustees Meeting  7pm 

26th Interschool Athletics Rain Date 

29th MB Library Trip Rm 15 11am-1pm 
 

December: 

2nd MB Library Trip Rm 14 11am-1pm 

3rd MB Library Trip Rm 10 11am-1pm 

4th MB Library Trip Rm 13 11am-1pm 

5th MB Library Trip Rm 11 11am-1pm 

5th Choir at Mangere Bridge Santa 

Parade 4.30pm 

6th MB Library Trip Rm 12 11am-1pm 

6th PTA Mufti Day 

6th Year 6 Rainbows End Trip 

10th Year 6 Graduation 11am 

11th Year 6 Dine and Dance 5.45pm 

12th Year 1 & 2 Athletics 9-11.30am 

12th Choir ‘Carols by Glowlight’ 7.15pm 

13th Last day of EZ Lunch Orders 

16th Year 1 & 2 Concert 

16th Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm 

17th “Meet Your Teacher for 2020” 

Morning 9.30am 

18th Last day of school (full day) 

 

February 2020: 

3rd Wananga Day (Short meeting with 

child’s teacher) 

3rd First day of EZ Lunch orders 

4th First full day of school 

 

 

2020 Dates 

Term 1—Monday 3 February to Thursday 9 April 

Term 2—Tuesday 28 April to Friday 3 July 

Term 3—Monday 20 July to Friday 25 September  

Term— 4  Monday 12 October to Monday 14 

December 

WATERLEA  

WEEKLY 
Great Learning Happens at Waterlea by Connecting with  

our Community, Culture, World and Future  
Hello, Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Talofa Lava, Taloha Ni, Bula, Ni Hau, 

Namaste,  Malo e Lelei, Deea awit, Fakalofa, Lahi Atu,  

Vinaka, Dia daoibh, Sillaw, Hola, Huan Ying,  

Sagutom, Konichiwa, Guten Tag, Здравствуйте  
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Welcome back to Whaea Aroha who has opened the class with our newest 

cohort of 5 year olds this week. This group of children have the rest of the 

term to settle into their school routines and then come back at the 

beginning of the year ready to go again.  

Later this week we are holding the first of our final transition to school visits 

for tamariki and their whanau who are starting school at the beginning of 

2020. Waterlea has actively sought our whanau feedback regarding 

transition to school and our processes are changing as we respond to your 

suggestions. One such change is that we are now holding some specific 

parent information sessions as part of these transition visits so whanau 

have the information they need before their children start school. We will 

trial these sessions at these next transition visits and get some feedback as 

to their effectiveness, make necessary changes and then roll them out next 

year. Feedback from our Year 1 parent survey also suggested that the vast 

majority of you are in favour of the shift towards Student Led Discovery - a 

more play based approach to learning in Year 1, and would like further 

information regarding this shift.  We are giving parents a variety of 

opportunities to access information through newsletters this year and 

parent information sessions next year. In our weekly newsletter we will 

feature a link to an article or video (check this out below). The parent 

information sessions will further unpack what Year 1 learning and progress 

in literacy and numeracy will look like within Student Led Discovery. 

Additionally, we will plan some whanau days whereby parents can come 

and see the learning in action and chat with teachers. We’d like to thank 

our families who have taken the time to give us feedback- we really value 

your thoughts and suggestions. The link will be open until the end of the 

week so if you haven’t completed the survey there is still time: https://

forms.gle/6eWydKU86LG8HjQo7 

 

Year 1 Student Led Discovery 

Waterlea’s shift to a more play based approach to early learning is called 

Student Led Discovery. We will feature some articles and videos regarding  

https://forms.gle/6eWydKU86LG8HjQo7/FileServer/StaffHome$/stephanie.carter/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://forms.gle/6eWydKU86LG8HjQo7/FileServer/StaffHome$/stephanie.carter/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates


this approach in the coming newsletters. The first link we 

are sharing is from the Ministry of Education site—check 

it out and come and chat to us about your thoughts and 

questions. We will refer to these links posted at our follow 

up parent information sessions at the transition visits and 

at the beginning of the year. 

https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/NZC

-Online-blog/Learning-through-play-What-s-it-all-about  

 

Planning for 2020 

If you child will be leaving Waterlea and going to a new 

school next year, please get in touch with the office and 

let them know. Staff are finalising classes for 2020 so this 

info would be a really helpful. 

 

PhotoLife Key Codes (Class Photos) 

Last week every child received a slip which has their 

online ordering photo access key printed on it. Photos 

can only be ordered directly from PhotoLife and you need 

the key code to access, view and order the photos. We 

advise you order as soon as possible as the free delivery 

period expires at midnight on Sunday 1 December 

2019. 

If you have any queries about ordering, please contact 

PhotoLife directly on 0800 501040 or 09 262 1040. 

 

Plans for the Start of School 2020 

We will be starting the 2020 school year in the same way 

as we always do with our Waterlea Wānanga (Monday 3 

February). If you are new to Waterlea, this is when we 

make time for your child’s teacher to meet with you and 

your child in a personal 15 minute interview.  We believe 

our wānanga is a great opportunity to start building 

positive relationships between the teacher and whanau  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

so that learning gets away to a great start. SKIDs will be 

open that day for childcare.  

On Tuesday 4 February all children will be at school 

starting at our usual time of 8.50am for their first full day 

of school.  

 

Small Boxes Needed Please! 

The Year 1s have asked for any spare small boxes from 

home such as small food or toiletry boxes which they can 

use for their creations in makerspace. Feel free to drop 

them at the junior block or the office. 

 

Sustainable Coastlines Mobile Phone Collection 

It would be great if you could have one final rummage 

before the end of term for any unwanted mobile phones 

you may have at home. It is estimated that each year up 

to three million phones become obsolete in NZ, of those 

only 2% are recycled. 

Phones collected help our School gain valuable rewards 

and the environment benefits as well, keeping our 

landfills free of mobile phones and their array of 

hazardous toxic substances.   

Please drop any unwanted mobile phones you may have 

collected in the collection box in the office. 

 

PTA News 

Waterlea Tea Towels  

Our tea towels are ready to order, in plenty of time for 

Christmas! You have the choice of the new Waterlea 

65th anniversary commemorative option, which includes 

native birds drawn by our students, or the 'Local places' 

tea towel we designed last year. There are spare forms 

at the office. 
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